~ January 2026 Newsletter

| A Note from your President...

Nancy Nordin

2025-2026 Executive Board : .
I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season.

Thankfully our newest Great-Grandson waiting until
December 13™ to make his way into the world which
\ WS gave us the opportunity to enjoy the Christmas Party
VP Programs: Beki Franchock ~ and still make it to Atlanta to celebrate his birth.

President: Nancy Nordin

VP Publicity: Lisa Hill

As we close the 2025 year and look forward to 2026, there are some bittersweet

Treasurer: Diane DeVincent
moments. We are saying goodbye to Milford Garden Club, a Branch of Michigan

Secretary: Lee Doyle Division and member of the Women’s National Farm and Garden Club. Although
we have a new Club, the history of our prior Club will not be forgotten. The his-

Past President: Susan Absher torical record will be preserved along with the memories.

Website:

In November, a motion was put forth for a vote to our membership. At our No-
www.themilfordgardenclub.org vember meeting, a vote was taken and all members at the meeting agreed with
leaving National and Division, dissolving the entity and forming a new nonprofit
organization. The vote was held open until December 1™ to provide an opportuni-
ty to members who were not at the meeting to cast a vote by email. The motion

Email: milfordgardenclub-
mi@outlook.com

- passed without objection.

The paperwork was filed with Michigan’s Corporation Division to create a new
entity. We ran through a couple of potential names with the State including The

~ Milford Garden Club or Milford Garden Club however they were rejected be-

~ cause they were too similar to the current corporation on file. The name the State
© " agreed to is Milford Garden Club Association. We filed the appropriate paper-
work with both the State and the Federal Government along with obtaining a new
EIN number. On December 17", we received our official paperwork granting us
nonprofit, corporate status in the State of Michigan with a Certificate in Good
Standing to be provided by mid-January. The Federal filings for a 501© 3 will
take 191 days to confirm, however this will not impede the Club from moving
forward. Final paperwork will be filed with the State and Federal Government
within the next few weeks.

Most importantly, we have opened a new bank account and transferred the mem-
bership dues from the old entity to the new entity, so all members from the prior
entity will be members of Milford Garden Club Association. The money earned
. for scholarships and grants for the 25-26 fiscal year was transferred to the new
entity’s account along with a charitable donation in the amount of $4,000 to con-
~_ tinue the new Club’s support of community education, maintaining the gardens

- and other philanthropic endeavors that fall within the boundaries of our mission
" statement. Once the two outstanding checks clear and payment is made for the
* dissolution paperwork that must be filed with the State of Michigan, the balance

Continued on page 6

| Milford Garden Club Established 1948
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JO e e : A member of the Michigan Division Woman’s National Farm and Gar-
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2025 - 2026 Committees
Community Outreach: Sue Grifor
Devine Raffle: Sheila Myers
Email Distribution: Lisa Willard
Facebook: Lisa Willard
Field Trip Coordinator: General Membership
Garden Maintenance: Kathy Blackburn & Janet Kinney
Garden Walk: Diane DeVincent & Janet Kinney
Greeters: Beth Sciberras & Linda Becker
Herbal Thyme: Shelley Dale &. Bobbi Kuschel
Historian: Anna VanHyfte
Holiday Party: Sheryl Schroeder & Beth Sciberras
Hospitality Coordinator: Sheryl Schroeder
Membership/Welcome Packet: Terri Hardick
Name Tags: Diane Craft
Newsletter: Jackie Swenson
Plant Sale: Deb and Rick Kollar
Scholarship: Linda Sturgeon & Teresa Smith
Sunshine: Kathy Barker
Teacher Mini Grants: Linda Sturgeon & Teresa Smith
Tea Time Group: Barb Amey
Website: Sue Tompkins
Yearbook: Brook Qualman
WNF&GA (National): www.wnfga.org

Herbal Thyme

Happy New Year and

welcome to a new year
of Herbal Thyme. Our
next herb meeting will

be on Monday January
12, 2026 at 12:00-1:30. We will be going out to eat at
the restaurant Bangkok Cuisine (417 Main St.) in the
Village of Milford (meet there). So we're not meeting
at the Library this month. Our herb to study and dis-
cuss will be Thai basil. Please RSVP
to me, Shelly Daleat '
(phone or text) if you plan onat-
tending. Everyone is welcome to
join us. Looking forward to seeing
you all in this exciting new year.

Herbally yours,
Shelly Dale

% Tea Time
January Tea Time will
be held at the home of

' Martha Klemmer (2884
~ Tamwood Court, Com-

merce Twp.) on Thursday, Janu-
ary 22nd at noon. Please let
Martha know if you are coming

[f {a gardener} were to go to
the garden of Eden, he would
sniff intoxicatedly and say,

“There’s humus here, by God!”

Karel Capek (1890-1938)

Guy Time

We meet at the New Hudson Inn
on Grand River just east of Milford :
Road, the fourth Wednesday of %
every month at noon. We cordially e

invite you to join us for a drink, a
sandwich, and to help solve all the world’s problems.
Gardening? Sometimes. Questions? Call/text me at

- Don Caley.



Dates to Remember
2026

January 12, Herbal Thyme
January 26, February Newsletter Deadline
March 12, General Membership Meeting
March 16, Executive Board Meeting

April 9, General Membership Meeting

April 20, Executive Board Meeting

May 14, General Membership Meeting

May 18, Executive Board Meeting

June 6, Plant Sale

June 11, Member Garden Tours and Potluck
June 17, Garden Walk Preview & Potluck
June 19 & 20, Garden Walk

July 14, General Membership Meeting

July 20, Executive Board Meeting

September 10, General Membership Meeting
September 21, Executive Board Meeting
October 8, General Membership Meeting
October 19, Executive Board Meeting

November 12, General Membership Meeting

Thank you!

~ Beth Schiberras and Sheryl
Schroeder for your hard

" - = work putting together a

9 & 92 delightful Holiday Party.
The games were engaging and the prizes were
thoughtful!

Congratulations Susan Absher for having the most
Holiday Spirit!

If you have seen anything in your garden or when wandering that
you think would delight other gardeners please send pictures and
description to me at: jacqulyn.swenson@gmail.com

A

This was the view as [

pulled down my driveway
the other day!! I was very
glad that the roads were not

ice covered!

If you would like to see something more interesting in this col-
umn please send me photos or ideas!
jacqulyn.swenson@gmail.com

From the Editor

I'd like to say that I find being editor of the Garden Club
Newsletter to be challenging in a positive way. It has
pushed my envelope to learn new skills, be engaged, and
on the alert for items to share with other like minded
friends. 1 appreciate any information or articles that you
submit. You don’t need to wait until the deadline to send
information. However, it takes three to four days to
“edit” the final result that you see. I have worked to en-
sure that the newsletter is on it's way to you the 1st of
each month. This becomes extremely difficult when I
don’t receive content from you until the last day of the
month. I list the deadline for the following months
newsletter in the “Dates To Remember” and send a re-
minder of that deadline a day or so
before said deadline. Going forward |
will not include anything that is not \
received by the deadline. Please help X
me provide a newsletter that is rele- ;
vant to you!

Jackie




AR N TR U ST AT m—

Around Town And Beyond

ey il

January 24, 12 - 1 pm, Top 10 FAQ
Enalis - New Plant Parent Edition. All

| ardens) locations, Free
Muke Life Beautifill January 24, @ 12, January 25,
@3pm House Plant Hoopla, All locations Free -

January 24, 1:30 —2:30 Make a Terrarium, All loca- COUNTY MICH G AN

tions $50.00

I.‘

il

January 25, 11:30 - 12:30 Houseplant Pruning & The Oakland County Farmers Market will reopen for the
Propagation, All locations Free 2026 year on January 2, The Winter schedule is 7am - 1:30

Register at: www.englishgardens.com pm on Saturdays only

I really searched to find events to entice you to start the

BECOME A MASTER RAIN GARDENER - LIVE ONLINE new year excited to garden! Lets hope that all our regu-
Five Thursdays, Feh 26, March 5, 12,19, 26, 2026 | 10am - Noon lar venues are spending this time developing new and
LIVE VIRTUAL Classroom with In-Person Tours. exciting offering!

Become the neighborhood expert—design your own
rain garden step-0y- step! Protect your home from
flooding whie creating habitat for birds and butterfles.
Laarn from 2,000+ rain gardens built by homeowners
just ike you, with five Q&A, an in-person rain garden
vistt, and nelghborhood discussion groups. Eam your
certification (lncludmg a tshirtand yard sign) by
building your own rain garden or adopting a public
one.

Register for the class at
HRWC.org/masterraingardener.

IAN

17

Winter Stonefly
Volunteer Event

Satur&ay, January L 7th

f:-. ’im-_w
Two = art t'lrrl.es_ 900 and 10350

“ Addto calendar - s print & Share

DATE ©@

Please join HRWC's annual Winter Stonefly Search volunteer eventon Saturday, January 17, 2026

Saturday, January 17, 2026. This is a great outdoor winter activity for

individuals and groups of friends and family. LOCATION

HRWC Offices
There are two start times: 9 am and 10:30 177 North 1st Street Suite 100

am. Please choose one and sign up (required) here. Ann Arbor, Michigan United States
Get Direcrions

As part of a long-term river study, each January. HRWC looks for "winter

stoneflies,” which grow, feed and find their matesin the coldest months

when most fish are too sluggish to eat them. Stoneflies are very sensitive to

changes in water quality and habitat. Like canaries in a coal mine, they tell

us a lotabout the health of the river.

Trained volunteer collectors take each team to H RWC's study sites
throughout the Huron River systermn, where the group helps search through
stones, leaves, and sediment taken from the river bottom. All equipmentis
provided. Participants are advised to dress for the weather. Volunteers meet
in Ann Arbor and carpool to their assigned sites.



Barb Amy sent these magnificent pictures she took at
the Denver Botanical Gardens




in the old account will be gifted to the new Club.
Please let me or one of the Board members know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your continued support.

Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
Nancy
MICHIGAN STATE | Evtension ﬁ

UNIVERSITY

for spring!
_ p A

10-week online class e Weekly live webinars

First step to apply to become an MSU Extension Master Gardener
$350.00 e Scholarships available

Registration opens December 2, 2025

Classes run February 12- April 16,2026




MICHIGAN STATE | 2
UNTVERSITY | EXtenSlon
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2026 Webina

January 5"
Tempting Tropicals for Temperate Gardens

Presenter:
Marc Hachadourian, Director of Glasshouse Horticulture &
Senior Curator of Orchids, New York Botanical Garden

January 12t
Working Together to Protect and

Preserve Trees for the Future

Presenter:
Kim Shearer, Director of Collections & Curator,
The Morton Arboretum

January 19t
Gravel Gardens:

Gardens for our Changing Climate

Presenter:
Jeff Epping, founder of Epping Design & Consulting and
former Director of Horticulture at Olbrich Botanical Gardens

January 26*

Adventure in Ecological Horticulture
Presenter:
Rebecca McMackin, Ecological Horticulturist & Garden
Designer, Lead Horticulturist for the American Horticultural
Society

via Zoom
Jan. 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2026
6-7:15 p.m. ET
Fee:
$40 before Jan. 5, 2026
OR
$50 - Jan. 5 - Jan. 25, 2026

Questions?
Contact Lisa Renye at

renyelis@msu.edu

Michigan State University Exiension) programs and materials. are
open, to alll without regard fo race; color, national  arigin,
gender, genden identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability,
political beliefs, sexualiorientation, marital status, family: status or
veleran! status. Issted. in furtherance of MSU Extension work; acls
of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with' fhel U.S:
Department  of  Agricultire. Quentin® Tyler, Director,  MSU
Extension, East Lapsing, M 48824. This information’ s for
eduicationall purpeses only. Reference: {o commercial - producis
orirade names does not imply endorsement by:MSU Extensicn
or bias against these not'mentioned: :

Michigan Stete University. is committed: 1o providing  equal
opportunity for  participation  in all  programs;  semices
and  aciiviies. Accommodations: for persons with —disabilities
may be requested by contacling Lisa Renye  at
646-632-7850/ by January 1 to make amangements. Requests
received after this date will be fuffiled when possible. (Flease
allow no less than one week for short programs and o less than‘one
month for:overnight programs.}



