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Holiday Extravaganza

For those of you who purchased tick-
ets for the Milford Garden Club holi-
day party, we're looking forward to
celebrating with you at the Black Label
Tavern at 131 South Milford Rd. Seat-
ing should start at 6:15, food and fun at
6:30.

See you there!

The FElves

A member of the Michigan Division Woman’s National Farm and Garden Association

December 2025 NeWsletter |

A Note from your President...

Nancy Nordin

The November meeting is “in the books” and
we are headed into our winter recess but be-
fore we conclude 2025, we will gather to cele-
" brate at our Christmas Party on December
uth. The Christmas Party committee members have been working
diligently to create an evening of food and festivities. I hope you can
join us to celebrate the holiday season.

Thank you to all of our members who have volunteered their time
and energy to our many endeavors this year. And, to our members
who have not been able to participate, we appreciate your continued
support through your membership.

As we wrap up this year, our club is going through many changes as
we make our transition. Members of the Executive Board have met to
work on documents for you to review and vote on so watch for an
email from me on Monday, November 24th. Please read it care-
fully and respond to me by December 1st.

May you have a happy holiday and a wonderful New Year.
Sincerely,

Nancy

From December to March, there are
for many of us three gardens — the
garden outdoors, the garden of pots
and bowils in the house and the gar-
den of the minds eye.

Katherine 5. White (1892—1977)

Milford Garden Club Established 1948




2024 - 2025 Committees
Community Outreach: Sue Grifor
Devine Raffle: Sheila Myers
Email Distribution: Lisa Willard
Facebook: Lisa Willard
Field Trip Coordinator: General Membership
Garden Maintenance: Kathy Blackburn & Janet Kinney
Garden Walk: Diane DeVincent & Janet Kinney
Greeters: Beth Sciberras & Linda Becker
Herbal Thyme: Shelley Dale & Bobbi Kuschel
Historian: Anna VanHyfte
Holiday Party: Sheryl Schroeder & Beth Sciberras
Hospitality Coordinator: Sheryl Schroeder
Membership/Welcome Packet: Terri Hardick
Name Tags: Diane Craft
Newsletter: Jackie Swenson
Plant Sale: Deb and Rick Kollar
Scholarship: Linda Sturgeon & Teresa Smith
Sunshine: Kathy Barker
Teacher Mini Grants: Linda Sturgeon & Teresa Smith
Tea Time Group: Barb Amey
Website: Sue Tompkins
Yearbook: Brook Qualman
WNF&GA (National): www.wnfga.org

Pimento Cheese Dip

2 C Sharp Cheddar Cheese

8 0z Cream Cheese

1/2 C Mayo - ; qﬂ
14 oz jar Pimentos A dash of salt & pepper
1/4 t garlic salt 1/4 to 1t hot sauce (I use
1/4 t onion salt Frank’s Hot Sauce)

Add all ingredients to a food processor and process until
smooth.

Nancy Nordin

Tea Time

December Tea Time will
be held at the home of
Linda Becker on Thurs-

= = day December 18 at noon.
== 4256 Driftwood Dr.

Commerce. Please bring a dish to share, [ will have a
main dish of some type. Limit at this time is 12. How-
ever, I'm having a big group in November and trying
out something new, if it works without tons of work I
will add to number of people I will accept. Phone or
text RSVPsto -
I don’t talk to so you can be confirmed. Please have

all RSVPs in by Monday December 15.

will respond to anyone

On No-
vember

~ Willard
hosted
Tea Time
~ ather

. MR lovely
home. A sizable gathering of 14 ladies, which exceeded
her original limit of 12, showed up to spend the after-
noon sharing stories. The food was delicious, the con-
versation lively and the company very enjoyable.

Open to all members, Tea Time is typically the third
Thursday of the month. It’s a great way to spend an af-
ternoon getting to know your fellow garden club mem-
bers better. If you're interested in attending or hosting a
Tea Time, please contact Sheryl Schroeder. There are
still a couple of dates available for next year.

Guy Time

We meet at the New Hudson Inn
on Grand River just east of Milford
Road, the fourth Wednesday of
every month at noon. We cordially

invite you to join us for a drink, a

sandwich, and to help solve all the world’s problems.

Gardening? Sometimes. Questions? Call/text me at
Don Caley.



Dates to Remember
2025

December 8, Herbally Yours
December 11, Holiday Event
December 15, Executive Board Meeting
December 18, Tea Time

December 22, January Newsletter Deadline
2026

March 12, General Membership Meeting
March 16, Executive Board Meeting

April 9, General Membership Meeting
April 20, Executive Board Meeting

May 14, General Membership Meeting

May 18, Executive Board Meeting

June 6, Plant Sale

June 11, Member Garden Tours and Potluck
June 17, Garden Walk Preview & Potluck
June 19 & 20, Garden Walk

July 14, General Membership Meeting

July 20, Executive Board Meeting

September 10, General Membership Meeting

September 21, Executive Board Meeting

October 8, General Membership Meeting

Herbal Thyme

If you have seen anything in your garden or when wandering that
you think would delight other gardeners please send pictures and
description to me at: jacqulyn.swenson@gmail.com

;"3 I happened to look out
il my kitchen window the

¢ other night and saw this
| beautiful sunset. Anoth-
er example of how amaz-

ing our natural world is!

If you would like to see something more interesting in this col-
umn please send me photos or ideas!
jacqulyn.swenson@gmail.com

Chamber of Commerce

If you find yourself with some time this holiday season.
Grab a friend and consider attending one of these events.
It's a great way to get to know our local businesses, spread
the word about our club, and maybe even make a new
friend.

Dec. 2 AM Power Hour at LaFontaine Automotive from 8-9
(includes Howell, Hartland and Brighton Chambers)

Dec. 6 Chamber Holiday Gala (see flyer on last page of
newsletter)

Dec. g Fun Bunch for Lunch at The Burger Joint from 12-1

Dec. 16 Ugly Christmas Sweater Mixer at Drafting Table
5:30—7:00

During this festive time of year we are going to be discussing and learning about ‘Frankincense and Myrrh’. Also we

will do a little cookie exchange (bring a few, take a few) and have some to enjoy that day (using any herb or spice
you like added to your cookies). The December meeting will be on 12/8/25 at 12:00-1:30pm at the Milford Library in
the Community Room. Everyone is welcome. Please RSVP to Bobbi or myself so we know how many to set up for.

Wishing you all a beautiful holiday season!
Herbally Yours,



Mini Grants Awarded to:

Lakeland High School - Growing Minds will involve students that are in the
Special Education program at the high school level. The teacher Theresa
Klassa (the speech and language pathologist) plans on purchasing a portable
greenhouse and using the existing windows to start seeds, grow houseplants,
herbs and edible flowers. The students will benefit in areas of science, math,

social and language skills.

Johnson Elementary - Samantha Erikson is a third grade teacher. Saman-

tha is continuing the project Brittany began last year. They are finishing /r'.\

the remainder of their pollination friendly garden. Their goal is to educate L
students about the importance of native plants and learn sustainable gar- J o H m s o m
den practices. The students are learning how plants grow (from seed), eco- mrmrmsrp TR
systems and biodiversity. Also, what conditions they need to thrive and ;‘ n Mw

how plants interact with insects, birds, animals and other plants. Saman-

tha is exposing them to types of soil and how important it is in plant growth. Also, water conservation and
different ways to fertilize, do weed control and water plants. There are about 300 other students at Johnson,

who will benefit by observing and using the area as a visual learning space.

Apollo Center - Michelle Baker teaches at Apollo Center.
This is home to Early Childhood Special Education pro-

grams (2 1/2 to 5), Severe Multiple Impairment (3-9 H

years), Great Start to School Readiness (4 year olds) and a P
tuition-based daycare, servicing infants to 4 yearoldsand - JIRON VALLEY

3-4 year old preschool programs. Many students come SCHOOLS J

here for therapy services. There are over 200 children in

attendance.

They wish to create an outdoor sensory area. This would help the students with sensory development.
The upper section is to be a perennial butterfly garden, using native plants, and a tribute to a previous
staff member, Marcia McQuillan, who pioneered the Early Childhood program at Apollo. The space is
off the Early Childhood Special Education classrooms and infant Tot Play area, where they can easily see
through many windows and have access to the area. It is also enclosed and the staff and parents can
freely let the children explore, without the worry of them running off. Quoting Michelle, “Seeing stu
dents excited about going outside and exploring, will be the best reward. The goal is to have a perennial
garden that will last and have minimal-moderate upkeep. Hopefully, this will become a place of com
fort, reflection and peace.”

Each of these recipients were very excited and appreciate receiving the Grant. We will continue to check in with

the teachers to see the progress of their program.
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@ Around Town And Beyond

Decembe;:;, ) 6-7 pm Worksho
Fresh Christmas Wreath All loca—
ardens) tions $60.00

Make Life Beautiful

Register at: www.englishgardens.com

WiLLOW L.DEma

Make & Take $60.00

cem-
PdtTo Pot

December 6, 1 - 2 pm December 10 6:30 - 7:30 Holi-
day Porch Gnome Make & Take Workshop $65.00

December 6, 10: - 11: am Plant your own Holiday
blooming bulb arrangement Paper white bulb: $30.00
Amaryllis bulb s40.

December 13, 10: - u: Holiday Soap Making Class

Register @ 248-437-7219 or on line

GREENHOUSES, INC

December 6, 9 - 4 pm, December
7,11 - 3 pm Black Sheep Weavers
Fiber Sale
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+ THE GAKDENER™S FARADISE -

December 6, Outdoor Porch
Pot Workshop $40.00

December 6, Outdoor Wreath

WL T RASPSE Making Workshop $30.00

For more information or to register call 248-689-8735

e S S N e R T G e
BECOME A MASTER RAIN GARDENER - LIVE ONLINE

Five Thursdays, Feb 26, March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026 | 10am - Noon
LIVE VIRTUAL Classroom with In-Person Tours.

Become the neighborhood expert—design your own
rain garden step-by-step! Protect your home from
flooding while creating habitat for birds and butterflies.
Learn from 2,000+ rain gardens built by homeowners
just like you, with live Q&A, an in-person rain garden
visit, and neighborhood discussicn groups. Eam your
certification {including & t-shirt and yard sign) by
buflding your own rain garden or adopting a public
one.

Register for the class at
HRWC.org/masterraingardener
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Tollgate Farm & Education

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVYERSITY

MSU TOLLGATE FARM & BEIJUCALIUN CEN LER

Hohday at the Farm

Saturday, December 6th
: 10-4pm
& SANTA | WAGON RIDES | CRAFTS —argt

Center

A

Tellgate Farm Family!
Are you ready for cur annual holiday fundraiser?
All proceeds from this event help fund educational programs and
broaden access for schools and individuals who might not otherwiss
have the opportunity to experience MSU Tollgate.

Support your local nonprofit farm and buy your tickeis today!

Purchase tickets at tollgate@anr.msu.edu

December 6, Fresh Greens

b o rd I n e S Centerpiece - Long & Low

$40.00
December 7, Fresh Greens Centerpiece Workshop $30.00
See website for locations, times and to register

bordines.com/events/all-events/

UN“ PAH Ks way to enjoy the winter sol-
stice Consider Venturing out

to Lyon Oakes County Park for the Winter Solstice Forest
Therapy Walk. We'll mark the advent of winter with the
meditative practice of foret bathing. With a certified forest
therapy guide, mark the longest night of the year and the
return of the light as you disconnect from daily demands

December 21, 1-2:30pm. If
you are looking for another

and enter into a deep connection with the more-than-
human world. Participants are asked to dress in warm lay-
ers for the weather. The walk will be held outdoors. This
program is suitable for adults. Cost is $20./participant.




The Milford Garden Club

General Membership Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2025
Call to Order: 7:05 pm
President’s Welcome and Topics for discussion (President Nancy Nordin)

The President provided an update on the status of the Michigan Division and Woman’s National
Farm and Garden Association. When we hosted the Fall Council meeting, we learned that an im-
portant meeting would be held in Romulus. Very few people attended it, but a quorum was declared,
and they voted to dissolve the National organization. Later, the committee that was appointed
changed the decision of the majority vote at the Romulus meeting where it was decided that National
should dissolve into the Michigan Division, instead deciding that Michigan Division should be dis-
solved and folded into National. Other Clubs have expressed their dissatisfaction with the change in
plans by the “committee”. Recently, the Rochester club emailed that they were considering leaving
the combined organization. The Troy Garden club is prepared to vote Dec 1, but is also planning to
leave, with a lot of members expressing their support for this action. We share their feelings that nei-
ther the Michigan nor National organizations have a clear plan forward and our level of trust in them

is low.

If we vote to leave these organizations, we would form a new club called Milford Garden Club
(dropping the word “The”), to reflect the name already on our Federal Tax ID filings. Our EIN is is-
sued to Milford Garden Club. We would create new bylaws, file them along with new Articles of In-
corporation with the State of Michigan and distribute all funds in the entity to be dissolved to the
new Milford Garden Club, a charitable organization. After this is accomplished, we would open a
new checking account and then advise the Michigan/National organization that we are leaving. We
have charitable interests and activities that are more important than the old model and our purpose is

strong. We already pay our own insurance and other fees.

Even if we depart, an individual could become a member-at-large of the Michigan/National organiza-

tion if they wish.

The Garden Club of America is another organization which exists. They have affiliated garden clubs,

for example the Grosse Pointe club.

A preliminary vote of our members present at the meeting was held and it was nearly unanimous that
we leave the organization, with one vote no. We plan to have a formal vote in December by email.
The one person objecting to the departure suggested that we wait for them to kick us out for non-
payment of the dues owed. This approach would result in our forfeiting our money to the Michigan/
National organization. We need to protect our money and pay it instead to the newly formed Milford
Garden Club as a charitable donation. Legal counsel advised us on this process.

Two new grants were made. $500 will go to the emotionally disabled at the Apollo Center for a but-
terfly garden. Another $s500 will go to Lakeland High School for a portable greenhouse for indoor
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house plants, herbs and edible flowers. Johnson Elementary was awarded a grant last year and made
impressive progress but need a bit more help. We awarded another $300 to continue with their gar-
dening. Linda Sturgeon met with them and will update us more in the next newsletter.

Lisa Hill, Vice President of Marketing and Publicity updated us that the club has joined the Mil-
ford Chamber of Commerce, which will provide us many opportunities for community connection and
publicity. Lisa is developing a member survey to gather marketing ideas.

Treasurer’s Report — Diane DeVincent via Nancy Nordin. $1,425 was issued in checks disbursed in
November. A balance was not provided as Diane DeVincent is in Florida and Nancy, who is filling in
did not have online access to the account.

Janet Kinney thanked the crew that did the garden clean up and winter prep for Arthur’s Park and
the Senior Park and Senior Center. It was a small crew, and she says we need more volunteers to help.
There are nine opportunities to help with garden maintenance, including the fall cleanup, bulbs and
mum planning, spring cleanup and planting. She will write an article and ask for feedback. Lee Doyle’s
daughter Caitlin heads a girl scout troop that may help with Spring mulching.

Sheryl Schroeder for the Hospitality Committee reported they need volunteers, both for meeting
treats and for holiday planning. We now have a Holiday Party Committee with thanks to Beth Sciber-
ras and Sheryl Schroeder. The Holiday Party will be at the Black Label Tavern. The cost will be $40
and include food, with a choice of 5 menu items. Alcohol must be paid for separately.

Barb Amey reported that Teatime will be at Lisa Willard’s house this month and at Linda Becker’s

home in December.

Guy time is scheduled for November 20™ Call or text Don Caley or Nate Nordin for details.
There were no questions or new business. The October meeting minutes were approved.
The Newsletter deadline for submitting articles to Jackie Swenson will be November 25.

The next Executive Board Meeting is November 17 at the Milford Library at 9:30.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:43

Beki Franchock introduced our speaker - Ellen Veselenak of Green Witch Gardens on the art

of Bonsai.
Her key points follow:

e Green Witch Gardens is Located in Monroe. Bought in 2022, it is Michigan’s only dedicated Bonsai
nursery. They participate in shows country-wide, from Chicago to the Pacific coast. They also run an
animal rescue. They are located off the expressway at the Cabella’s exit. It was suggested we take a
Field trip next Spring.

e Next year Green Witch will participate in 16 shows. They will be at Meijer gardens in May and Octo-
ber, an Ann Arbor show 3™ weekend in august. Matthai Botanical Gardens has a good collection, fo-
cused in the 4" Wednesday of the month, March through October.



Bonsai means “planted in pot”. It is an art form using a single tree. It doesn’t require a type of tree,
just that it be planted in a small pot. It is not meant to be kept only indoors. In the winter, the pot is
kept in cold storage unless it is a tropical plant. In the winter, the pot is watered every two weeks.

The art form Started in 12 century China and the Japanese perfected it. Vietnam has a style of using
large trees. In South Africa they create flat tops reflecting the Savannah, in South America they create
a rugged vibe.

Here, the Bureau of Land management permits that a tree may be dug up in certain areas. At high
elevations one can collect small ancient trees, stunted by the elements.

Don’t start your project from seeds as it takes too long. Don’t buy a bonsai from Costco or anywhere
that you wee with rocks glued on top. Pick a small-leafed tree as it will have movement. Prune to get
a lot of small branching.

Cut your tree back several times a year. You can shape by using wire. Pines are flexible. Hard trees
such as maples may snap.

Don’t plant your tree in soil. Instead use a mixture of hummus and Akdama Bonsai Soil, a clay mixture
that holds moisture. Some use Lava rock or kitty litter.

Use pots that complement the tree but don’t distract. The pot must provide drainage and not be
glossy inside. Put wire through pot’s bottom and around roots if using it to train the shape. Repot
your tree when water stays on surface.

The Rochester Garden Club 79 annual holiday
Giftts and Greens Market
December 4-5-6, 2025

Location: Abiding Presence Lutheran Church
1550 Walton Blvd. Rochester Hills

Thursday Gala ’ Friday:  9am - 5pm
5-8pm Admission $5 Saturday: 9am - Ipm
Refreshments while you shop Admission $2

+
+ ‘0

Fresh and Permanent arrangements
Fresh Greens, Wreaths, Roping
Holiday Gifts and Crafts
Gourmet food and cookies
Custom-made bows and more

*
* ’0

&
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+
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501(c} 3

Connect: RochesterGardenClub.org OR €3 Non-Profit



AKLAND
COUNTY PARKS

OaklandCountyParks.com

Phelos with reindeer - f’mores slation - Wagoen rides

Holiday vendors will feature a variety of seasonal treats,
including baked goods and gift items.

2350 Pontiac Lake Road For more information:
248-858-5495
OCmarket@oakgov.com



You are invited Lo

Get Down Tonight
at the Huron Valley Chamber

To elebrate Qur

Citizen of the Year
Business of the Year
Ambassador Volunteer of the Year

Milford Memories Volunteer of the Year

DECEMBER O ™ 2025

— & pm to midnight  =—e——

Bakers of Milford
2025 S Miiford Rd. Milford

6-Midnight | $50 Per Person
includes Appetizers, Dinner, Dessert & One Drink Ticket
Plus 2 Botties of Wine per Table
Reservations by 111 21] 2025
248-688-7129 | jon i huronvee com

Huros Valky
Sponsored by Sale Bank
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