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  Our first meeting of the new season for 
the Milford Garden Club is in the books.  

I am happy to report that Beth Sciberra's 
husband is recovering well,  
Terri Hardick's procedure went well, and 
she is feeling very good, and we are 

crossing our fingers that the new medicine  
Jackie Swensonôs husband was prescribed by his neurologist con-
tinues to help in improve and stabilize.  Jackie is hopeful she can 
begin preparing the newsletter for November. 

The one chairperson or persons we still need is the Christmas  
Party Chair/Committee.   

If you were not at our September meeting, our chairpersons for this 
year were introduced.   They each had an opportunity to discuss 
their projects, sign-up sheets and tasks for the coming year.   
Barb Amey, the chair of teatime has decided teatime will revert 
back to the fourth Thursday of the month.  It is up to the host if it will 
be at a restaurant or at their home.  If it is at someone's home, 
teatime that month may be limited to a certain number of people. 

By the time you receive this newsletter, the signup period for the 
Fall Division meeting will have passed as it is scheduled for October 
2nd.  Many of us plan to attend this meeting which is being held at 
the Country Club of Detroit on October 2nd.  The Gnomes and Fair-
ies event at the library scheduled for October 4

th
 will be happening 

or have happened.  Many of our members have been working on 
decorations, planning with the library staff on the various stations 
and activities to be set up for the youngsters at this event.   

Today, Mother Nature has turned the switch to Fall.  I woke to a  
foggy, dewy morning.  Thunderstorms rolled in this afternoon with 
some much-needed rain and now the look of Fall seems to be ap-
parent everywhere.  The trees are turning, plants are starting to  
prepare for their winter hibernation, and I haven't seen a humming-
bird at my feeders in four days.  I look forward to the color and feel 
of Fall.  We can display the pumpkins, gords and the vibrant colors 
of chrysanthemums on our porches and homes to celebrate the Fall 
harvest.   

It is also during these waning days of gardening we turn our atten-
tion to the task of putting our gardens to bed and doing our last bit of 
Fall cleanup.  Our October 9th speaker, Janet Macunovich will  
provide timely advice on pruning and preparing our plants, bushes 
and trees for winter.  We also need to be mindful of leaving fallen 
leaves so that bugs and other insects can over winter in   
     continued on next pageé.. 

 Our October 9th speaker will 

be Janet Macunovich   
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September Speaker ð Brian Peterson 
from  

)jj« r| ®qj ,  
The students of Brian Petersen-Roest are so very fortu-
nate to have such a wonderfully engaging 5

th
 grade 

teacher.  His knowledge of bees, butterflies and nature 
was fascinating!!  It is one thing to give a presentation 
on the life and struggles of a Monarch butterfly, but to 

have actually traveled to Mexico to see the Monarch after a perilously, generational journey of the 
annual migratory journey for the Monarch species.  Brian also discussed the importance of provide 
habitats to assist in helping the Monarch population grow.  In the last year, thankfully the number of 
Monarchs rose but we need to work diligently to sustain and increase the Monarch population. 

In 2016, Brian founded Bees in the D, which is a non for profit 501 (c)3.  Bees in the D began with a 
couple of hives in the heart of Detroit.  Brian and his team work to educate and protect 
all pollinatorsðnative bees, bumble bees, honeybees, butterflies, beetles, and so many moreð
because a healthy ecosystem needs a full cast of characters, not just the headliners. 

"Through our two core pillarsðeducation and conservationðweôre creating a city where people 
and pollinators thrive together. From revitalizing vacant lots into pollinator-friendly habitats to teach-
ing kids (and curious adults) why these creatures matter, weôre proving that even small wings can 
spark big change. They are revitalizing vacant lots in Detroit by building the Michigan Pollinator Cen-
ter and Botanical Gardens." 

Visit the Bees in the D website to sign up as a volunteer, to contribute or to learn more. 

Thank you, Brian, for such a wonderful, informa-
tive evening. Love the honey! And, thank you to 
Beki for arranging this wonderful speaker. A 
great start to our new year! 

Nancy Nordin 

President who stepped into my prior roll as  

VP of Meetings and Programs for the evening. 
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October's speaker Janet Macunovich - Pruning! 
 

Janet is a professional gardener, designer, author and educator. Known as "the lady at the flower 
house, the one with no lawn" she began designing for others in 1980, teaching a college garden 
design course in 1987, and published her first book in 1990. 

 

In 1985 Janet established Perennial Favorites, a garden and 
landscape design firm. In 1988 she expanded the business 
from part-time to full-time. 

Janet's formal education in gardening and design includes 
hundreds of hours of seminars and workshops at botanical 
gardens and educational institutions in several States. She 
has completed the Michigan State University Extension  
gardening program and is active in the community as an  
Advanced Master Gardener. She sees education as a life-
long process and continues it for herself in formal classes, 
industry seminars, Agriculture Department programs, books, 
videotapes, articles, and discussions with students in her 
classes. 

 

Janet is a dynamic instructor and 
presenter. She offers talks and  
classes, developing material to fit 
specific needs of organizations, such 
as the Perennial Plant Association, 
Chicago Botanic Gardens, Niagara 
Falls School of Horticulture Alumni 
and the Tennessee Nursery and 
Landscape Association. Her classes 
cover a wide range of topics, I 
ncluding Perennial Garden Design, 
Garden Care, Rock Gardening, Landscape Design, and Controlling Pests and Disease. She  
established The Michigan School of Gardening, where she was a director and senior instructor. 
The school provided classes and a two year horticultural curriculum to over 2,000 students in 
southeast Michigan from 1996 to 2008. 

In October, Janet will be sharing with us very timely information on what, when and how to prune 
our plants for the best results. Those of you that have had the good fortune to hear Janet in the 
past know that we are infor a treat! 

 

Rebecca Franchock  
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Lighthouse Keeper Program - Tawas State Park   
 

First, I need to thank Nancy Nordin for stepping back into her former role 
as VP of Programming to cover for me in September. The reason for my 
absence is that I was fortunate to be part of a group of four that were se-
lected to participate in the Volunteer Keeper program at the Tawas Point 
lighthouse at Tawas Point State Park.  

There are a number of similar programs around that state but this one is 
a somewhat unique collaboration between the Friends of Tawas Point 
Lighthouse, The DNR, The Michigan Historical Commission and the  
United States Coast Guard. 

I say I was lucky partly because for 
the 10 spots that were available this 
season three times that number of 
groups applied. And also lucky  
because it was my friend that actually applied and was accept-
ed and invited me to fill in on her team when her sister wasn't 
able to participate! 

Staff from the Historical Commission were our main point of 
contact. They provided a wealth of information for us to absorb 
before our stay in hope that we would be able to share that in-
formation somewhat intelligently with visitors as we gave tours 
each afternoon.  

As a volunteer lighthouse keeper at Tawas, we stay in 
the lighthouse keepers' house attached to the lighthouse. We 
give tours each day except Tuesday from noon to five. We also 
do some light housekeeping around the lighthouse such as 
keeping the cobwebs out of the lighthouse windows! 
The second floor of the keepers' house has been made into 

two bedrooms, a kitchen area and a bathroom for 
our private use. The ground floor is designed as an  
historic interpretive area where we gave part of our 
tours. The highlight of our tours took place in the  
attached lighthouse tower which has recently under-
gone a $500,000 restoration.  

I learned a lot about lighthouses in general and Tawas' 
light in particular. And really enjoyed most of the visi-
tors! Some of them came from as far away as Texas, 
Florida, North Carolina and Maine. Some came from as 
close as the neighborhood outside the park entrance, 
where they had lived for years but never made it to visit 
the lighthouse before. 

For anyone interested in history, lighthouses, staying in 
a lighthouse or just talking to a lot of interesting people I highly recommend it! 

 

Rebecca Franchock  
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If ǃŸƨќƻĲШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШƣŸШċĬĬШőǃĬƖċŰŊĲċƚШƣŸШǃŸƨƖШŉċũũ garden, let me 
tell you ï itôs a great idea! 
The temperature is just cool enough with increased moisture, 
meaning the plant will be set to establish solid roots before 
winter. 
In this article, weôll discuss 4 important hydrangea jobs you 
need to take care of when planting in fall. Letôs dive straight 
into it, shall we? 
Before you begin, I recommend you check out this article on 
causes (and solutions) for spotted leaves on your hydrangeas. 

 

 
First Of All, One Thing You Shouldnõt Do! 

Pruning your hydrangeas in the fall can be a serious mistake 
and it may impact further growth significantly. 
This is because the flower buds that are formed on old wood 
can get cut off which would mean fewer blooms in the coming 
spring and summer. 
To add to this, fall pruning can leave hydrangeas vulnera-
ble and at risk of winter damage.  

 
 

Prunning Hydrangeas 
Itôs generally best to wait until the end of winter or 
beginning of spring to prune your hydrangeas as the 
temperature conditions will be milder.  
Hydrangea varieties that bloom on old wood in-
clude: 
Bigleaf hydrangeas 
Oakleaf hydrangeas 
Panicle hydrangeas 
If you donôt know when and how to prune hydran-
geas, you NEED to read this article (I explain every-
thing you need to know and show you photos of differ-
ent species of hydrangeas). 

 

Should You Cut Back Hydrangeas That Look Like Bare Sticks?  
Hereõs What to Know! 

 
When your hydrangea is nothing but bare sticks, itôs 
easy to wonder if itôs time to grab the pruners. 
 
The answer depends on the type of hydrangea you 
have. 
 
Some, like mophead hydrangeas, bloom on old wood 
and shouldnôt be pruned now, or you risk losing next 
yearôs flowers. 
 
Others, like panicle hydrangeas, thrive with a winter 
prune. Knowing the difference is crucial for healthy 
growth and vibrant blooms. 

Hydrangea (continued on next page) 

4 Key Fall Hydrangea Jobs For Beautiful Blooms  

https://www.tinygardenhabit.com/spotted-leaves-hydrangeas-what-could-be-wrong-how-to-fix-it/
https://www.tinygardenhabit.com/spotted-leaves-hydrangeas-what-could-be-wrong-how-to-fix-it/
https://www.tinygardenhabit.com/how-to-prune-hydrangeas/

