From the Vine

Milford Garden Club Newsletter
2022

Mark your
Calendar

Program:

Hummingbirds Nature’s
Jewels
Speaker:
Laurel Zoet
from Nature on the Go
Date:
Thursday, April 14
Time: 6:30 PM Social
7:00 PM Meeting
Where: Milford Senior Center

April 14

Thurs

MGC General Membership Meeting and Program.
Greeter: Martha Larsh & Kathy Barker

April 18

Mon

Board Meeting Zoom — 5 PM

April 28

Thurs Tea Time - Noon
Contact Mary McFarland

April 28

Thurs Newsletter Deadline - Martha Klemmer

May 5

Thurs Waterford Gsrden Club Spring Mich Div Council Meeting at
Deer Lake Banquet Center in Clarkston

May 7

Sat

June 1-4

W-Sat WNF&GA Annual National Meeting

June 17-18

Fri-Sat Garden Walk—See more information on page 9

MGC Plant Sale at Milford YMCA Pavilions (see pg 10 for more info)

Milford Garden Club
Est. 1948
A Member of the Michigan Division
Woman’s National Farm and Garden Association

APRIL

President Report

Linda Smith

A lot of exciting things are happening for the Milford Garden Club. It is great that we
are going to hold both of our major fundraisers this year. In addition, we have been
approached by two community organizations to partner with them on projects this year.
Susan Absher is chairing our Plant Sale on May 7th at the Carl’s Family YMCA
pavilions. I will have pots, picks, and envelopes for collected seeds available on my
porch starting April 1st. The porch door will be unlocked so you may come in and help
yourself. I live at 637 Union Street in Milford.
Martha Larsh and Kathy Barker are chairing the Garden Walk on June 17th and
18th. They are looking for hosts and hostesses for Friday and Saturday. Please
contact them if you are able to assist. They have 6 shifts available on Friday and 12
shifts on Saturday.
At our April General Membership Meeting, we will continue to accept memorial
donations for Emily Kirchner, Dolores Donnellon, and Barbara Donahue. The high
school scholarships awarded this year will be named for Emily Kirchner and Dolores
Donnellon. A scholarship next year will be named for Barbara Donohue. The club
has budgeted $1,500 for each scholarship. The donations received will be added to the
$1,500. Linda Sturgeon is chairing scholarships. She will notify the schools of the
winners by April 14th.

Thank you to Barb Amey, Janet Kinney, and Linda Sturgeon for making
arrangements for Daffodil Day. Thank you to Diane DeVincent for getting the
arrangements to the event.
Milford High School has reached out to our club regarding assisting a student garden
club that is being formed at the school. They are looking for support and guidance from
our members. They have approached school administration about resurrecting a
garden that was on school property. They are interested in growing flowers and
vegetables. I spoke with one of the organizing moms and asked her to convey to the
group that we could utilize their help with our plant digs and other projects. We have
four members that have expressed an interest in assisting. They are Sue Grifor,
Susan Absher, Lisa Willard, and Bonnie Lynch. We will vote on adopting this
project at our meeting in April.
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continued on next page..

President’s Report Continued from previous page

Community Sharing is looking for assistance in planning the landscape at their new
building. Mary Krebs from Community Sharing said they are looking for an easy to
maintain and a simple design that utilizes native plants. We will vote on this project at
our April meeting. Sandy Riss has expressed an interest in assisting with this design
project.
The board is recommending that we form a Daffodil Committee to plant bulbs at the
Milford Senior Center. It will be up to the committee to decide if they will ask for a
budget from the club or if they will ask members to donate a bag of bulbs. The
committee will be responsible for setting a planting date and planting the bulbs. We
will vote on this project at our April meeting.
You can see from all the exciting news above that Milford Garden Club has a lot of
great things we are involved in. It is so important that we have a leadership team to
help us accomplish all of these things. Please carefully consider if you can help the
club move forward by serving as an officer or chairperson in our new year starting in
September.
Warm regards,

Linda Smith

WEBSITE: www.themilfordgardenclub.org

Page 3

3

EMAIL: milfordgardenclub@outlook.com

Remembering Barb Donahue
Back around 25 years ago, a fellow garden
club friend called me and said "I met this r
eally neat lady. She loves gardening and
herbs like we do. You have to meet her".
So, I met Barb that same day and the rest is
history. It was like I knew her for years. And our
friendship was born.
Barb joined Milford Garden Club in the spring
of 1998 and the volunteering began. She would be
one of the co-chairs for quite a few years of the '
May Plant and Bake Sale". She would help
organize "digs" of plants, potting, labeling, and
wintering them. You could drive by her house and see pots in the
ground with their white labels sticking up. Then come spring, she and
others would dig them up again, transport and set up the sale and
she would be back the next year to do it again. Many hours and
she loved it.
Barb was an Advanced Master Gardener. She shared her
knowledge with us by writing articles for our MGC newsletter.
She could identify any plant, flower or herb by sight or picture and
chances were great that she grew it in her garden. Barb was involved
at meetings. Always volunteering, she would look at me and say, "do
you want to do this too"? We would hostess a garden at our
annual Garden Walk, she would weed, plant, and clean up the
gardens as needed in preparation for the Walk.
One year we even signed up to decorate a tabletop at our MGC
December "Holiday Dinner". Before we left that meeting, we had our
ideas, then our plan laid out. Come December we did it. That was so
much fun. Anytime volunteering with Barb, I was guaranteed a good
time.
Where Barb really shined was her love of
herbs. She made her own health and beauty
products. This led her to start an herb business
with a friend called "Milford Herbal Goods"
with her famous dragonfly logo. Other friends
started "Morning Thyme Herb Group" as a subgroup
of MGC. I don't think in all the years we met we
ever repeated a topic.
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Barb Donahue Continued from previous page
From discussions to field trips to good herbal
food and drinks, Barb was there too. From there
some of us joined "Michigan Herb Associates"
attending the annual conference at MSU. Barb
and others were quite instrumental in researching
and working on an educational display from our
herb group to share their and we would present
again to our own MGC.
You couldn't visit Barb at her house without coming home with plants,
seeds or fresh produce in season from her garden. She was always
sharing. She would even put a box at the end of her driveway saying "free"
for neighbors or anyone passing by.
Such amazing generosity!
Through the years there was no more Michigan Herb Associates, no
more Morning Thyme Herb Group, or Milford Herbal Goods. But that just
meant Barb's other interest could "bloom"(so to speak). We joined TIN CAN
TOURIST (TCT) a vintage camping organization. Next Barb bought a
vintage camping trailer and a new truck to pull it! We had a lot of fun
participating in the Spring and Fall camping rallies. There was always a
theme and Barb made the best costumes for herself. Her years of "Girl
Scout leader" skills always saved the day with camping! We always had
fresh flowers displayed...cold didn't matter.
Barb treasured times with her family (her own and her siblings/
families). Remember her postings on Facebook? She was always
smiling and happy. The true joy and loves of her life are her children. Her
legacy. They had wonderful travels together (Europe and across the U.S,).
Such incredible times. She loved being their mom and was so very proud of
them. As I write these memories, I know there are friends who will recognize
being there with Barb also and you could add your many memories to enrich
Barb's stories. Recently we shared some. I left names of people out on
purpose. There were so many people that crossed Barb's life, and she
theirs, that I didn't want to leave one person out by forgetting a name.
I will never forget her beautiful smile and kind presence, her
caring and sharing, her many interests and knowledge.
She was for us Mother Nature. She was for us
Mother Earth and she will be missed forever.
Rest well my dearest friend.

With love,
Shelley Dale
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The 25th Milford Garden Walk is on!
It will take place on

Friday, June 17th, 4:00 – 8:00 pm and on
Saturday, June 18th, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.
We have six beautiful gardens this year and are very excited for everyone to get outdoors and enjoy them!
Three of the gardens belong to fellow MGC members!
This event will require “all hands on deck” to help as hostesses. Nancy
Kay will be organizing the hostess schedule again this year. Please
send her an email to confirm your attendance and availability We are
also in need of a few raffle baskets with a value of at least $50 for the
Garden Walk. Please call Kathy Barker if you wish to contribute one.
In May we will contact all participants with details on the Preview Walk.
Additionally, Milford United Methodist Church (where Garden Walk
booklets and wristbands will be available) is hosting a salad luncheon
on Saturday, June 18th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
We hope you will join us to make this fundraiser successful
AND we hope the weather will cooperate!
Garden Walk Co-Chairs—
Martha Larsh
Kathy Barker
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MILFORD GARDEN
CLUB PLANT SALE
2022
Our plant sale will be held on

Saturday, May 7,
from 10 until noon
at the outside pavilions of the
Milford YMCA.
Logistics
The set-up for the sale will be from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Saturday. All plant
donations need to arrive at the pavilions no later than 8:15 a.m. for pricing and
placement. If this does not work for you, there is another option. Members Linda
Smith and Susan Absher are willing to accept your donations at their homes on
Friday, May 6 any time before 7 p.m.
Plant Identification
It will be your responsibility to place a pick in each of your donated plants with
identification: plant name, color, size, light and other significant information.
Seeds
Small envelopes have been purchased to hold seeds for the sale. Again, provide
identification: plant name, color, etc. If possible, indicate the number of seeds in the
packet.
Supplies
Linda Smith will have picks for identification, pots for plants, and envelopes for
seeds on her front porch. She will have envelopes for seeds at the April meeting.
Digs

q

At the time of this newsletter, no digs have been scheduled. It is too early to tell. In
time, if you or you know of someone who needs assistance in removing plants to
donate for our Plant Sale, please let me know. This service does not include pruning
or weeding. It looks promising that we will have some assistance from high schoolers
for these digs. However, at this time, Janet Kinney is the only member who has
volunteered to work on these digs. If you are willing to participate on these digs,
please let me know by phone or email.
continued on next page..
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Plant Sale: Continued from previous page
Garden Boutique
The garden market is being reinstated this year. We
are accepting old and new items. Items for the market
need to arrive at the pavilions no later than 8:30
Saturday morning. They will have to be examined and
priced. Members making donations to the market may
be asked to suggest a price to ensure a fair and quick
sale. Any item that does not sell is asked to be picked up by the donor. If you are
unable to transport the donation that morning, please let me know and I will arrange
to get it to the pavilions. Sue Grifor has volunteered to help with the boutique.
On a side note: I will not be attending the April meeting. I will be in Wisconsin for the
Easter holiday. I will be back home Tuesday, April 19, to resume work on the Plant
Sale.
Susan Absher

Our speaker for April 14
will be

Laurel Zoet,
who will present a power point slide program on
“Hummingbirds- Nature’s Jewels”. She is a Naturalist/Educator
who speaks to all age groups and organizations for the purpose of
promoting appreciation of nature and
wildlife in our region.
Some of the things she will share with us
are:
the hummingbird family as a whole,
the species we find in Michigan and how
to attract them to
our yards.
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Spring clean up and planting
for Arthur Park and

the Senior Center

Clean up

Wednesday, May 11 at 9 am

rain date is May 12 at 9 am

Planting of annuals

is Wednesday, May 25 at 9 am
rain date May 26 at 9 am
Thank you to the volunteers who have already signed up
at the March meeting.
We still need more help to get the gardens
in good shape for the season.
To volunteer
please contact Kathy Blackburn

Dues
Are
Due
Dear Members,
Just a reminder that our 2022 garden club dues are due by May 31. The dues this
year are $30 per person and $40 for couples. You can send your dues & enrollment
form (see next page) anytime to:

WEBSITE: www.themilfordgardenclub.org

Form on next page
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Terri Hardick

Milford Garden Club
Branch of the Woman’s National Farm & Garden Association

MEMBERSHIP FORM
New member _____member
Renewal

_____

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

OFFICE USE ONLY

_____

Rec’d
___Name Tag

Check one (if applicable):

Date ______________________
Master Gardener ______
Month/Day/Year
Advanced Master Gardener _____
Name______________________________________________________

Dues Paid ___Cash

Address____________________________________________________

____Membership database

City__________________________________ Zip Code_____________

____Yearbook

___Check #_________

Home Phone_________________________ Cell
Phone_____________________________
E-mail (please print clearly) ___________________________________________________
Please check your areas of interest. Participation is a great way to be active, meet other members, and have fun. Select committees from the list below. The committee chairperson will contact you at the appropriate time.
Check two or more:
___Garden Maintenance – Weeding of garden areas
___Garden Walk – Committee, work as host/s, shift work, bake, etc. (large club fundraiser)
___Greeter – Welcome members and assist guests for one general membership meeting
___Hospitality – Provide treat or hors d’oeuvre for one general meeting; help set-up/clean-up at same
___May Plant Sale – Committee and/or work a shift at the sale; help set up, or pot plants for sale (large club
fundraiser)
___Mentor – Help new members become acquainted with the activities and workings of our club

___Scholarships – Selection committee one day in April; evaluate applicants (many local scholarships given)
(Note: Additional groups/committees exist within the club and are listed in the MGC Yearbook under “CommitteesChairpersons”. You are encouraged to contact those chairpersons regarding participation.)
Our website: www.themilfordgardenclub.org; Our email address: milfordgardenclub@outlook.com
Return to our Membership Chair:

$30 single
$40 couple
$2.50 per month 1/1 through 4/30

Terri Hardick

Make check payable to: Milford Garden Club

How did you find out about the Milford Garden Club? Check one: ___a friend ___another MGC member
___ MGC Facebook page __ local online sites (e.g., Milford Matters, Highland Matters,
Next Door Neighbor) ___MGC Website ___ a notice in the newspaper ___the Garden Walk ___
other (please specify) _________________________
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Lichens: You Help Me, I’ll Help You
Article by Diane Pearson

Lichens (pronounced LIE-kins) are two different organisms, fungi and algae. Both
occur together and form a symbiotic (mutually beneficial) relationship. Lichens are not
one life form, but two, both living compatibly. Various forms of fungi and algae combine
to create the different kinds of lichens.
Fungi provide protection and a place for algae to live. The fungus is the one that
produces the fruiting bodies, which produce spores. Fungus may provide shelter
for different species of algae at the same time. A specialized fungus can shelter
either a species of green algae or blue-green bacteria—or both!
Algae provide energy through photosynthesis for the fungi. Algae or bacteria grow
within the fungal filaments.
People often confuse many common lichens as mosses or harmful fungi.

How Lichens Are Classified
Lichens are considered “pioneer” life forms because they are the first living beings in
places that don’t support much life.
Lichens are a weird classification of living things and are often partially defined by what
they are not:
They are not plants.
They do not have roots, leaves, or flowers.
Lichens are not parasites on trees or plants.
Lichen taxonomy is primarily based on the fungus. They are classified by the shape
and size of the non-reproductive structures, the thallus.
Identification to the species level may require
the application of certain chemicals to see how
the lichen color reacts. Identification of lichens is
often difficult because their descriptions are not
permanent.
Where Lichens Grow
Lichens exist on non-living surfaces or material
and may live in some of the most inhospitable
places, but they prefer areas with clean air. Lichens don’t use any nutrients from the hard
surface on which they grow. Most often we see
them on trees, but they also exist on wooden
benches, concrete sidewalks, and tombstones.

Photo Courtesy of vintagegarden.com
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Lichens: Continued from previous page
Alive or Dead?
Lichens grow when the weather is mild and there is sufficient humidity--spring and fall.
In many places they are dormant in winter and summer. Lichens are long-lived and
slow-growing. They come alive and go dormant depending on moisture. Lichens are
very susceptible to dry conditions because they can’t control water loss. Lichens with
pliable thalli that are dark brown or dark green suggest that they are actively growing.
Pale, brittle lichen usually means dormancy. Leafier lichens often indicate good air
quality. Lichens decline or die when air becomes polluted with sulfur or ozone.
In Michigan, there are three kinds of lichens. The more common Great Lakes area lichens are grouped by “fruticose” (fruity), “foliose” (foliage) and “crustose” (crusty) appearances.
Fruticose lichens are gray-green and have upward growing branches or tubes,
and resemble mosses. Some have brightly colored ends. Their name means
“shrubby.” A common fruticose is “British soldiers,” which looks similar to a
tiny, blooming flower. You’ll see these on dead wood-like fence posts.

Photo Courtesy of BlogSpot.com

Foliose lichens are found on trees or shrub bark. Their name means leaf-like.
They can have ruffled edges that are raised and grow in the spring and fall but
in the summer and winter, they are flat. They grow best on dry, hard surfaces
and are common on older, coarser, dry bark. If you see them on young trees or
shrubs with thin, moist bark, it may mean the host plants are not growing well.
Photos courtesy of Diane Pearson
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Lichens: Continued from previous page

Crustose is the third type. They look flakey or crusty and often are the most brightly colored of the three types. Their colors are often rusty, reddish, yellow/mustard, brown,
gray and pale green or brownish-green. They grow as rounded, flat areas on stone
walls, old cemetery headstones, rocks and old buildings. Some crustose lichens actually grow better in polluted air. The “green fungus” on a tree is usually foliose or crustose lichen, often the genus Flavoparmelia.
Photo courtesy of Diane Pearson

This article is based on information from:
“What's That Growing on My Tree?” (Article #282), Bill Cook, November 2018
Michigan Forest Association and Michigan State University Extension
Submitted by Diane Pearson
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Article & cartoon submitted by Sandralynn
WEBSITE: www.themilfordgardenclub.org
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General Membership Meeting Minutes
3/10/22 Milford Senior Center
The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm
Approval of Agenda
Thank you to Brook Qualman for being our greeter and secretary and Cindy
Bauman, Diane Pearson, and Shelley Dale for room setup.
Approval of General Membership Meeting Minutes 11/11/21
Moved by Linda Becker Seconded by Beth Sciberras Motion Carried
Treasurer’s Report – Cindy Bauman
Total in Bank Account is $6098.61, $220.00 was delivered to Lee House in
December.
The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit

Pennies for Friendship was passed around.
President’s Report – Linda Smith
We are collecting donations in memory of Dolores Donnellon to add to our
high school scholarship. You may give your gift to Cindy Bauman tonight
or send it to her. All donations will be added to the $1,500 the club has
budgeted. One of the two scholarships awarded this spring will be named
for her. Dolores was a member since February 1997. The club gave a
donation to the scholarship fund in her memory.
We are collecting donations for Barbara Donahue. We will name one of the
two scholarships for her next year. A floral arrangement from the club is
being sent to Lynch & Sons for her memorial gathering on Saturday, March
12th from 10-12. There will be an open mike. Barb was a member since
April of 1998. Barb was passionate about gardening and loved flowers.
Shelley Dale requested that those attending the memorial gathering bring
bulbs (daffodils were suggested) to do a mass planting in memory of Barb
like we did for Connie Heimann

WEBSITE: www.themilfordgardenclub.org
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Garden Club Minutes continued on next page..

As everything is an easy drive for us, we won’t need to reserve a hotel
room. We can carpool from Milford each day to participate in the day’s
activities. This is a great opportunity to attend a National Convention
without leaving home for a week or spending a lot of $$$.
The Michigan Division Council meeting is May 5th in Clarkston. Several of
our members will be recognized for their 25 years of service. We will
also be receiving a certificate for our Plant Sale last spring.
Chairperson Reports
Plant Sale Saturday May 7th- Susan Absher- We need lots of plants for
our sale. Please look in your garden for plants that need to be divided.
Also, we are asking that you reach out to friends and neighbors to see if
they have plants they would share with us. We will have dig teams that
will dig and pot thei r plants. Please let the Susan know if you are
willing to help on the dig team. The sale will be located at the YMCA in
the camp pavilions.Susan would like to add the Garden Boutique this
year. Is there someone that would like to chair the boutique? The
selling of seeds was also suggested. Would someone like to help with
that? We hope to have some high school kids help with the digs and
setting up the sale.
Garden Walk June 17 and 18– Kathy Barker and Martha Larsh. It’s our 25th
Garden Walk and we have 7 gardens. Because of this the hours will be from 48 on Friday and 10-4 on Saturday. We will need many docents. Please ask a
friend or husband to sit with you, or you can do it alone. We are in need of
baskets. They should be worth $50. And contain new items.
Booklets and wristbands can be picked up in the Methodist Church parking
lot. The Methodist Church will be hosting their salad lunch from 11-3
that day.

Spring Garden Cleanup will be at 9:00 am on May 11th (12th if rain) & May
Planting will be May 25th (26th if rain) Kathy Blackburn if you can help.
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Minutes: Continued from previous page
New Business
Nominating Committee Report – Linda Becker- We need a President, a
VP for Publicity and a VP for programs. These can be filled by partners.
Linda had fun doing programs with Barb Amey and has lots of ideas
and contacts for programs. She even hinted that a few may already be
in place. Call to volunteer.
As a result of our Facebook page Lisa Willard was approached by the
mother of a Milford High School student. They would like to start a
garden club. They already have a teacher sponsor. This is a great
outreach possibility and could provide some labor for us. WIN WIN.
Send her an email if you are interested. It would count toward Master
Gardener hours. lbwill@comcast.net
A monthly Euchre club has formed. They are in need of 2 subs. The next
game will be at Gail Coopers on March 30th.
Adjournment Time: 7:35 pm
Submitted by Brook Qualman

Program:
Naturally Natives for
Butterflies & Moths
Speaker:
Jean Persely from
BMO Logistics
3/10/22
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