
 

PROGRAM:   What’s New for 2018 

SPEAKER:  George Papadelis   

 WHEN:   Thursday, February 8th  Milford Senior Center  Atlantic  Milford 

 TIME:   6:30 PM Social 
   7:30 PM Business Meeting 
  8:30 PM Speaker 

  

MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR 

   From the Vine 

 
Milford Garden Club 

Est. 1948 
A Member of the Michigan Division 

Woman’s National Farm and Garden Association 

• Feb 8 Thurs MGC General Membership Meeting   

Greeters:   Mike & Cindy Bauman 

Hospitality: Martha Klemmer, Janet Kidd & Linda Becker 

 

• Feb 15 Thurs MGC Executive Board in December  

•  Feb 28 Wed Tea Time Group - Mary McFarland 248-684-2149  C 248-520-7186  

• Feb 28 Wed Newsletter Deadline - Martha Klemmer    248-685-8204  

Send articles to: MarthaKlemmer@comcast.net   

Milford Garden Club Newsletter                                          

2018              
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From the President’s Desk--- 
 

Good bye, 2017, you were great, but now it’s time to turn over the calendar 

page and welcome 2018.  This is a special year for the Milford Garden Club.  

Our club was organized and chartered February 17, 1948.  This is our 70
th
 

Anniversary year!  Imagine, 70 years of friendship, camaraderie, interest in 

and service to our community-its gardens and its people.   

Our Club has always done a great number of memorable things.  Together, 

we touch the lives of the people of our community.  We provide scholarship 

opportunities for young people interested in the horticultural fields.  We 

present informational speakers to benefit our community members at our 

meetings and at local libraries.  Each year, we provide the community with 

the opportunity to tour absolutely lovely local private gardens.  These are just 

some of many things we’ve done in the past and will continue doing into the 

future.  But we haven’t always accomplished these tasks in the same 

manner.  We bring our individuality to our activities and thus, over the years, 

create Garden Club traditions. 

In our organization, we have many long-term members who have 

participated in many of the Club’s various activities through the years.   I’m 

certain they have many interesting stories to relate.   If you have a special 

Garden Club memory of a member, activity or event, please share your story 

with us.  Shared experiences enrich us all.   

This anniversary year will 

bring many interesting 

events.   Let’s take this 

opportunity to enjoy some 

past experiences once 

again, create our own 

special memories and 

celebrate our special 

traditions.  Stay tuned! 

Sandralynn Riss 
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Garden calendar  
January  
Order seed catalogues or visit seed websites. 

Plan garden space. Sketch garden plans on paper; include plants you want to grow, their spacing re-
quirements, arrangement and number of plants needs. Remember, the ideal spot needs to have six to 
eight hours of direct sunlight daily. The ideal garden location has a north-south layout, is level, close to 
water, and not in competition with the roots of trees and shrubs.  
 

February 
Test germination of any leftover seeds. Place 10 seeds between a moist paper towel and cover with a 
thin layer of soil. Keep seeds warm and moist. If less than six seeds germinate, fresh seed should be 
purchased.  Order seeds. 

March 
Prepare supply list for garden, including fertilizer, tools, transplants, materials for staking, and mulch. 
Take a soil sample for a soil test as soon as it has thawed. 

April 
Prepare soil when it is dry enough. Take a handful of soil and squeeze. If the soil crumbles when you 
open your hand, it is ready for planting.  Fertilize based on soil test recommendations. Plant cool sea-
son crops; onion, beets, lettuce, spinach, carrots and radishes. 

May  
Plant seeds of cool weather crops for the second and third times, approximately two weeks apart. Thin 
seedlings of crops planted earlier to their proper spacing.  

Harden off transplants by setting them outdoors during the day for seven to 14 days before you intend 
to plant them. Plants should be in shade and protected from wind for a few days during this process. 
Maintain soil moisture so transplants do not wilt.  

Plant warm season seeds after the danger of frost is past (link to frost dates table), including cucum-
bers, squash, pumpkins and melons.  

Plant the hardened-off transplants of peppers, tomatoes and eggplant.  

Harvest early plantings of radishes, spinach and lettuce.  

For succession plantings, plant warm season crops where cool season crops have been harvested.  

Mulch around plants and in rows to keep soil moist and reduce soil compaction.  

Monitor crops for insect and disease problems regularly. If you discover a problem, identify its source 
and take control measures if needed. Contact your local Extension office. 
 
 
Originally developed by Lee Taylor and adapted by Gretchen Voyle. Reviewers Bridget Behe and Linda Whitlock. Updated 4/29/09. 

Garden Calendar continued on next page.. 
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June  
Thin vegetables seeded in May to proper spacing.  Plant successive crops of beans every two weeks until the 
end of the month.  Continue to harvest frequently as crops mature.  

Remove cool season crops as they bolt (form seed stalks). Additional plantings may be made of lettuce, 
spinach, radishes; they need some shade and cooler temperatures so planting them under taller crops will 
extend the harvest.  

Stake tomatoes for improved health and easier harvest. Remove suckers (branches that form where the leaf 
joins the stem) when they are one inch to 1.5 inches long.  

Weed the garden. Weeds compete with vegetable plants for nutrients and moisture.  

Monitor regularly for insect and disease problems and take needed control measures to limit damage.  

July  
Continue to thin seedlings as seed package directs. Water during dry conditions.  Harvest crops regularly to 
encourage further production.  

Cover potato tubers, carrot shoulders and onion bulbs with soil to prevent development of green color. Soil or 
mulch may be used to keep them covered.  

After harvesting central heads of broccoli, allow the plants to produce side heads for an extended harvest.  

Garden crops can be given nitrogen fertilizer at the beginning of July. Wait until tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplant have set some fruit before you fertilize them. Work fertilizer into soil a few inches away from the 
plants, then water. Do not allow the fertilizer to touch the plant stems.  Continue to harvest frequently as crops 
mature.  Keep the garden weeded.  

August  
Harvest crops frequently as they ripen for maximum flavor and continuing harvest.  

Plant cool crops for fall harvest; radish, spinach, lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower and Brussels sprouts.  Don’t 
forget to thin seedlings as directed on seed packages. Continue to monitor regularly for insect and disease 
problems. Water during dry conditions.   
Keep the garden weeded.  

September  
Harvest onions and garlic after the tops yellow and fall, then cure them in a warm, dry, well-ventilated area for 
storage. Their necks should be free of moisture when fully cured in approximately one week.  

Harvest potatoes after the plant tops yellow and die. Potatoes also need to be cured before storage.  Thin fall 
crops that were planted last month.  

Pay attention to weather; first killing frost usually happens this month. Cover warm season crops with 
newspapers, sheets, or some other material that will trap heat overnight. Remove these covers once the sun 
is up the next morning.  

Cole crops (broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels sprouts), carrots, parsnips, lettuce and spinach tolerate 
some frost.  

When harvesting pumpkins, gourds and winter squash, cut fruit from vine leaving a portion of stem attached. 
This will improve the storage life of the fruit.  

As harvest ends, clean up plants and add them to the composting pile. Do not compost plants suffering from 
disease.  

Store leftover garden seed in a cool, dry place. A sealable jar with a layer of silica gel or powdered milk in the 
bottom works well.   

Garden Calendar continued on next page.. 
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October  
Complete final harvest of tender crops when cold temperatures become frequent. Partially ripe 
tomatoes can be picked and ripened indoors.  

Harvest gourds when stems begin to brown and dry. Cure at 70-80°F for two to four weeks in 
dry, well ventilated location.  

Cole crops and root crops taste better after a freeze.  

Harvest Brussels sprouts as they develop along the stem.  

Harvest pumpkins and winter squash when rind is hard and fully colored. Store in cool location 
until ready to use.  

After a killing frost, clean up vegetable beds and add plant material to compost pile. This will re-
duce amount of overwintering pests and diseases.  

Before the ground freezes, plant rhubarb, asparagus, garlic and shallots.  

Soil may be prepared for spring planting by removing weeds and adding organic matter 
(compost, leaves).  

Evaluate your garden and make notes to help plan next year’s effort. Note favorite varieties for 
flavor, disease resistance, and performance. Note location of insect, disease and weed prob-
lems. Planting crops in different locations in consecutive years can reduce these problems.  

Carve your Halloween jack-o-lantern.  
 

November  
This is an excellent time to have your soil tested because the soil lab is not as busy this time of 
year.  
 

December  
Enjoy stored, frozen or canned crops from your garden.  
 
 

Article submitted by 
 

Lisa M. Austin,  
B.S., M.S., Ph.D. Life Scientist 

 
 
Notes: WCAG 2.0 AA MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and 
inclusive culture that encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all 
without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital 
status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Jeffrey W. Dwyer, Interim Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes 
only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against  
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Cindy & Mark Bauman 

John & Eunice Bottenberg 

Janie & Mark Cryderman 

Sue Griffor &  

Lisa Austin (not in photo) 

Brook Qualman 

Terrie & Jerry Hardick 

Pat Cooper Smith 

Sandy Riss & Barb Brenan 

Sandy Riss & Barb Brenan 

Sandy Riss   

December 
Holiday  

Dinner 

Our talented members 
made the Christmas 
Dinner very festive. 

Thanks 
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MGC member Kathy Barker views a 
display at the Monet Exhibition at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts. Kathy and 6 
other garden club members enjoyed a 
club field trip to the DIA in January.  

 

Thanks Lisa Willard for organizing 
this event. 
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 MILFORD GARDEN CLUB MEETING MINUTES 
                                                             December 14, 2017 
 
 

Prior to our annual Holiday Dinner, a  short business meeting was called to order by 
President Sandy Riss at 6:20p.m.   
 
Sandy welcomed all attendees and thanked members for their participation in making 
this Event special:  Greeters, hospitality, table decorators as well as cookie bakers and 
chocolate dipped fruit preparers. 
 
Minutes from November meeting were approved by Brook Qualman and seconded by 
Janie Cryderman 
 
Sandy announced there will be no January meeting. 
 
Janie Cryderman collected monetary donations from members  for our Christmas gift to 
Lee House in Milford. 
 
Lisa Willard requested members who are interested in the trip to the DIA for the Monet 
Exhibition to sign up stating their preference for either January 10 or 11.  Admission is 
$10.00 for tri county residents. 
 
A lucky member at each table with a special  message attached to bottom of their chair 
received a lovely ornament as a gift from Santa. 
 
Santa also left a gift for Martha Klemmer in gratitude for all her  service to the Club.  In 
addition to her colorful artistically presented monthly newsletters, Martha continues to 
keep us informed of Club and member life events. 
 
No new business and meeting was adjourned by Sandy Riss at 6:34p.m. and seconded 
by Gail Cooper. 
 
A catered dinner by Secluded Celebrations, a tea room in Hartland, Michigan followed. 
 

Keeping with our theme of Chocolate, 
Barbara Wilson of Mindo Chocolate 
Makers in Dexter, Michigan shared with 
us the history of how she and her 
husband, Jose Meza,  process the 
cocoa from bean to bar.  Delicious 
samples of varying percentages of 
cocoa were shared.  For in depth history 
go to:  info@mindochocolate.com 

 
Respectfully submitted 

Gail Cooper 
Recording Secretary, MGC 

 
  

  

mailto:info@mindochocolate.com
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Butterfly Garden:   Sandralynn Riss  H 248-684-0586  C 248-408-0587   Brook Qualman  248-676-0234 

Butterfly Garden Maintenance:   Kathy Blackburn    H 248-684-1341    C  248-568-1764 

Devine Raffle:   Teresa McCarthy (248) 798-4907 and Sheila Myers (248) 714-9224 

Email Distribution:  Martha Klemmer   MarthaKlemmer@comcast.net   248-685-8204   

Event Coordinators: Autumn Field Trip coordinator:  Ellen Collins  248-770-4763 

                          Christmas Event coordinator:   Kathy Barker   Sandy Riss    Brook Qualman   

                         Spring Field Trip coordinator:   Kathy Barker 248-685-8352 & Marsha Larsh  248-685-2059 

Garden Walk:  Janie Cryderman   248-231-9190  

Greeter :  Barb Brennan   H 248-685-9568   C 248-494-1272 

Historian:   Anna Van Hyfte   C  248.717.3060  

Horticultural Education:  Lisa Austin   248-912-2587 

Hospitality Coordinator:   Sharon Drochak  248-431-2011 

Library Liason:    Emily Kirshner 248-685-9842 

Membership:    (name tags)     Please Volunteer 

                         Terri Hardick      H 248-676-0370  C 248-252-4719   

Mentoring:  Tina Schave  H 248-685-7567  C 248-767-3985 & Diane Pearson  H 248-887-0780                 

Monarch Project: Monarch Monitor: Ellen Collins  248-770-4763 

                       Community Education coordinator -  Sandralynn Riss  H 248-684-0586  C 248-408-0587    

Newsletter:  Martha Klemmer  MarthaKlemmer@comcast.net   H 248-685-8204    C 248-787-5338 

Plant & Bake Sale:  Administrative Barb Brennan  H 248-685-9568   C 248-494-1272 

                                  Plant coordination:  Tom Riss  C 734-626-1501  

                                  Signs: Please Volunteer 

Scholarship:  Linda Sturgeon  248-625-8806   

Senior Center Garden Maintenance:   Barb Amy   H 248-685-8975 C 248-390-9561 

Social Media:   Ellen Collins   248-770-4763 

Sunshine:  Kathy Barker  C 248-842-9857  H 248-685-8352 

Tea Time Group:  Mary McFarland   H 248-684-2149    C- 248-520-7186 

Yearbook:   Ronna Freeland   H 248-676-2305    C 248-417-1399  

Website:   Sue Tompkins  248-684-2055     

President:  Sandralynn Riss  H 248-684-0586  C 248-408-0587    

Vice President Publicity:    Brook Qualman  248-676-0234 

Vice Presidents of Meetings and Programs:  Sue Grifor H 248-896-8558   C 248-787-4712 

Treasurer:  Janie Cryderman   248-231-9190  

Board Secretary:   Barb Brennan   H 248-685-9568   C 248-494-1272 

Recording Secretary:    Gail Cooper   313-530-8813 

Committees 

Executive Board    

Milford Garden Club Officers & Committees 


